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A model protest

Maharashtra’s farmers win hearts and minds;

The French connections

The Macron visit underlined the growing strategic convergence that draws India and France together

has continued since the 1960s
when France helped India set up
the Sriharikota launch site, fol-
lowed by liquid engine develop-
ment and hosting of payloads. To-

"

has expressed concern about Chi-
na’s growing presence in the In-
dian Ocean Region. French over-
seas territories in the Indian and
the Pacific Oceans provide it with

nesses have established a pre-
sence in France. In the past, In-
dian companies saw the U.K. as
the entry point for Europe; now
with Brexit approaching, Mr. Ma-
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selves — without disrupting the lives of other citizens
and refraining from aggressive sloganeering — is not
how India’s myriad protesters typically behave. And,
while urban India usually has little patience for agrarian
problems, many Mumbaikars not only backed the stir
but also pitched in to help with food, water, medical
aid, and even footwear. While Opposition parties as
well as BJP ally Shiv Sena backed the farmers and tribals
in an attempt to isolate Devendra Fadnavis’s adminis-
tration, he managed to emerge unflustered and deal
with the issue effectively. The farmers were persuaded
to complete the final leg of the march early on Monday
to avoid inconveniencing commuters, and halt peace-
fully 2 km from the Assembly so that government emis-
saries could negotiate with their representatives. By
evening, ‘deeply humbled’ by the farmers’ reasonable
approach, Mr. Fadnavis said he respected them and had
no problem in accepting most of their demands, lead-
ing the farmers to end the stir and board special trains
to go back home. While this should perhaps serve as a
model for protesters and administrators across India,
there is also a lesson to be learnt about how to deal with
unrest of this nature, which other States such as Mad-
hya Pradesh and Rajasthan have had to contend with.
A six-month deadline has been set for changes that
will take some doing, with a written assurance that
some of the demands will be pushed through imme-
diately. A large number of the marchers were tribals
with no land titles; therefore, the promise that the 2006
Forest Rights Act will be implemented in letter and spi-
rit is welcome. The demand that caveats to the State’s
loan waiver scheme be dropped so that genuine small
farmers are not excluded is also being considered. The
efficacy of loan waivers in alleviating farm distress is li-
mited at best. A few droughts or disruptions later,
another waiver would be called for if no institutional re-
forms are undertaken to free constricted agricultural
markets. However, having announced a waiver scheme,
the State should ensure that small farmers don’t get left
out. Maharashtra’s farm sector shrunk by over 8% in
2017-18, but the distress goes beyond its borders and de-
mands for raising the minimum support price in line
with the M.S. Swaminathan Commission report are
spreading, with Haryana farmers picking up the baton
on Tuesday. The BJP-led government at the Centre,
which has been promising doubling of farm incomes
and higher prices, and is to seek re-election a year from
now, would do well to take note too. The Gujarat elec-
tion, which was marked by sharply different voting pat-
terns in urban and rural areas, was a rude reminder of
how agrarian distress can impact the election result.

Fire in the woods

The Theni tragedy begs an inquiry by the
Tamil Nadu government into warning systems

he forest fire in Tamil Nadu’s Theni hills that
Tclaimed the lives of 11 trekkers and severely in-

jured many others is a heart-rending tragedy,
with many of them being women who were out to cele-
brate International Women’s Day. Questions are natu-
rally being asked whether the Forest Department failed
to stop treks during the February-June fire season, and
whether the response to the early distress alerts was
slow. It appears that the difficult terrain gave many of
those caught in the fire line little chance, and proved
challenging for the State’s rescue operation launched in
coordination with the Central government. The resi-
dents of the hills played a commendable role in aiding
the effort. Yet, several families are left scarred as they
try to cope with the loss of loved ones. The tragedy has
highlighted the lack of emphasis on safety in the way
such events are organised. Indeed, if there is any lesson
that can be learnt from the episode, it is that such ad-
ventures should place safety above everything else, and
that the government has a key role to play in evolving
the protocols. In a country with rich landscapes and
forests, the wish to briefly leave the urban life behind
and take to the outdoors is but natural. .

But as the trek from Kurangani to Kolukkumalai
shows, there are hazards. The risk of fire is particularly
important, given that 55% of forest cover in India is as-
sessed by the Indian Space Research Organisation as

launched in 1998 seems finally to
have come of age. In these two de-
cades, both sides have gradually
enhanced cooperation in diverse
fields covering civil nuclear, de-
fence, space, counter-terrorism,
education, research and develop-
ment in science and technology,
culture, urban development, cli-
mate change, trade and econom-
ics and people-to-people contacts.
The slew of bilateral agreements
and memoranda of understanding
signed, the detailed ‘joint state-
ment’ and accompanying ‘vision
statements’ on cooperation in
space and the Indian Ocean Re-
gion, the boat ride in Varanasi,
and Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s warmly reciprocated diplo-
hugs indicate that the relationship
has received a momentum that
gives it critical mass and greater
coherence.

A shared world view

As a country that has prided itself
on its ‘exceptionalism’, France has
always been sympathetic to simi-
lar Indian claims based on its an-
cient civilisation. This is why both
countries were quick to voice sup-
port for global multi-polarity once
the Cold War ended. French dis-
comfort with the U.S’s unipolar
moment in the 1990s was evident
when it described it as a ‘hyper-
power’.

Defence cooperation with
France began in the 1950s when
India acquired the Ouragan air-
craft and continued with the Mys-
téres, Jaguar (Anglo-French), Mir-
age 2000, Alizé planes and the
Alouette helicopter. Joint naval ex-
ercises, later christened Varuna,
date back to 1983.

Cooperation in the space sector

tography. Inter-planetary explora-
tion and space transportation
systems are cutting edge science
and technology areas that have al-
so been identified.

Yet the Cold War imposed limi-
tations on the partnership. After
the Cold War, France decided that
its preferred partner in the Indian
Ocean Region would be India. In
January 1998, President Jacques
Chirac declared that India’s exclu-
sion from the global nuclear order
was an anomaly that needed to be
rectified. After the nuclear tests in
May 1998 when India declared it-
self a nuclear weapon state,
France was the first major power
to open dialogue and displayed a
far greater understanding of In-
dia’s security compulsions com-
pared to other countries. It was
the first P-5 country to support In-
dia’s claim for a permanent seat in
an expanded and reformed UN Se-
curity Council.

Building a partnership

With the establishment of a Stra-
tegic Dialogue, cooperation in de-
fence, civil nuclear, space, intelli-
gence sharing and
counter-terrorism has grown. An
agreement for building six Scor-
péne submarines in India with
French help was signed in 2005.
Similarly, technology sharing and
acquisitions of short range mis-
siles and radar equipment were
concluded. Joint exercises bet-
ween the air forces and the armies
were instituted in 2003 and 2011,
respectively. The government-to-
government agreement for 36 Ra-
fale aircraft, salvaged out of the
prolonged negotiations for the ori-
ginal 126 which were at an im-
passe, was as much driven by tech-

nical requirements as by political
considerations. The ambitious off-
set target of 50% (nearly 325,000
crore), properly implemented,
can help in building up India’s
budding aerospace industry.

In the nuclear field, an agree-
ment was signed about a decade
ago for building six EPR nuclear
power reactors with a total capac-
ity of 9.6 GW for which negotia-
tions have been ongoing between
the Nuclear Power Corporation of
India (NPCIL) and Areva, and now
EdF. Terror strikes in France in re-
cent years by home-grown terro-
rists have enlarged the scope of
counter-terrorism cooperation to
include cyber security and discus-
sions on radicalisation.

Even though these areas provid-
ed a robust basis for engagement,
it remained primarily at a govern-
ment-to-government level. In re-
cent years, it was clear that for a
wider partnership, strengthening
business-to-business and people-
to-people relationships was essen-
tial. Climate change and renewa-
ble energy resources, particularly
solar, soon emerged as a new
plank, reflected in the multilateral
initiative of the International Solar
Alliance. Another area identified
was urban planning and manage-
ment of services like housing,
transport, water, sanitation, etc
using the public private partner-
ship model which the French have
employed successfully. Mr. Ma-
cron’s visit has enabled progress
to be registered across a variety of
sectors including the strategic
partnership areas.

There has been a growing con-
vergence of interests in maritime
cooperation. Like India, France

An urgent prescription

India needs to shore up public sector capacity for making medicines
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the pharmacy of the world,

with its huge private sector ca-
pacity for producing branded and
unbranded generic drugs. Much of
this growth took place after India
opted for process patenting over
product patenting in 1970. This
changed to a product patent re-
gime in 2005, providing sufficient
time for growth of the generic
drug industry in the private sector.
However, this period has also seen
the decline and near disappea-
rance of public sector capacity for
manufacture of drugs and vac-
cines. That is a cause for worry.

India is rightly acclaimed to be

Beyond profit motive

Public sector capacity for manu-
facture of essential drugs and vac-
cines is very much needed to en-
sure that our population is not
denied access to drugs that the In-
dian private sector is unable to
produce or supply at affordable
cost. These include drugs where
compulsory licences may need to

be issued by the government for
patent protected drugs or even off-
patent drugs which are commer-
cially unattractive to private ma-
nufacturers. Compulsory licensing
(CL) is a mechanism permitted by
the Trade-Related Aspects of Intel-
lectual Property Rights (TRIPS)
agreement to enable countries to
issue licences to domestic drug
manufacturers to produce and
market affordable generic versions
of life-saving drugs needed for
meeting serious public health
challenges that are of extreme ur-
gency. This allows countries to
overcome patent restrictions to as-
sure availability of such drugs
when the situation demands.
Drugs effective against multi-drug
resistant tuberculosis and anti-
cancer drugs are clear examples of
such a need, which should be ad-
dressed through compulsory li-
censing. The World Health Organi-
sation (WHO) has now invited
expressions of interest from drug
manufacturers to produce generic
versions of two effective but ex-
pensive anti-tubercular drugs, be-
daquiline and delamanid. Patients
with drugresistant TB require a
combination of both these drugs.
India has used the CL route pre-
viously to permit two Indian com-
panies, Natco and Cipla, to pro-
duce a potent anti-cancer drug
nexavar. This enabled a 32-fold re-
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duction in the cost of the drug. Ho-
wever, extensive litigation fol-
lowed with action initiated by
Bayer, the multi-national manufac-
turer of the patented version. This
appears to have dampened the ap-
petite of private drug manufactur-
ers to avail of the CL route for the
manufacture of generic versions of
the new anti-tubercular drugs.
While both Indian and global de-
mand for these drugs is very high,
will the Indian pharma respond?
The experience of price negotia-
tion with the patent-holding com-
panies is not encouraging, if they
do not see evidence of a govern-
ment’s intent to use the CL route
as an imminent possibility.

If the domestic private sector
drug manufacturers are not ready
to apply for CL, for whatever rea-
son, public sector capacity to seek
and utilise such licences becomes
indispensable. With the acquisi-
tion of Indian drug companies by
foreign manufacturers, or ‘strateg-
ic alliances’ which place shackles

tion in the Indian Ocean Region.

The signing of MoUs regarding
the provision of reciprocal logis-
tics support to each other’s armed
forces, exchange and reciprocal
protection of classified informa-
tion and developing shared space
studies and assets for maritime
awareness provide the basis on
which to strengthen joint naval ex-
ercises. With the U.S., naval coop-
eration has been easier with the
Pacific Command which covers
China and the region up to the Bay
of Bengal but more difficult with
the Central Command which cov-
ers western Indian Ocean and the
Arabian Sea because of Central
Command’s privileged relation-
ship with Pakistan. Therefore
strengthening cooperation with
France, particularly in the western
Indian Ocean Region makes emi-
nent strategic sense even as India
develops its presence in Oman
(Dugm) and Seychelles (Assump-
tion Island).

The agreement on the indus-
trial way forward between NPCIL
and EdF affirms that work at Jaita-
pur will commence before the end
of 2018. Equally significant are the
two agreements signed between
EdF and other French entities and
L&T and Reliance, respectively, re-
flecting the engagement of Indian
industry.

Trade has grown in recent years
but at $10 billion is half of the trade
with Germany. The signing of
nearly $16 billion worth of agree-
ments at the business summit indi-
cates that private sectors in both
countries are beginning to take
notice. There are nearly 1,000
French companies present in In-
dia including 39 of the CAC 40
while over a hundred Indian busi-

on the Indian partners, public sec-
tor capacity for manufacturing life
saving drugs under a CL is the
much needed fall-back option. Si-
milarly, drugs for neglected tropi-
cal diseases are of little interest to
the commercially driven private
drug industry. Active pharmaceut-
ical ingredients (APIs), which are
needed for drug manufacture (for-
mulation), are now mostly import-
ed from China. This makes India
highly vulnerable to disruptions in
supply and cost escalations in im-
port. National security demands
that we develop both public and
private sector capacity within the
country, with suitable government
support and incentives, to ensure
uninterrupted and inexpensive
availability of APIs.

The High Level Expert Group
Report on Universal Health Cover-
age for India (2011) clearly articu-
lated the need for strengthening
public sector units (PSUs) which
have drug manufacturing capabili-
ty. The report stated: “The use of
PSUs will offer an opportunity to
produce drug volumes for use in
primary and secondary care facili-
ties as well as help in ‘benchmark-
ing’ drug costs. The existence of
PSUs would also provide an oppor-
tunity to utilise the provision of
Compulsory Licensing under
TRIPS.” Effective implementation
of the Ayushman Bharat initiative

taking shape as more than half the
business agreements signed relat-
ed to electric mobility, water sup-
ply, waste management and smart
grids.

Educational links

Potentially, the most significant
was the focus on youth and stu-
dent exchanges. Currently about
2,500 Indians go to France annual-
ly to pursue higher education,
compared to more than 250,000
from China. A target has been set
to raise it to 10,000 by 2020. The
agreement on mutual recognition
of academic degrees and the fol-
low-on Knowledge Summit, where
14 MoUs between educational and
scientific institutions were signed,
is a welcome move.

Tourism is another area that has
received attention. A target of a
million Indian tourists and
335,000 French tourists has been
set for 2020. Given that France re-
ceives over 80 million tourists a
year and India around nine mil-
lion, these targets may seem mod-
est but reflect that while there are
only about 20 flights a week bet-
ween India and France, there are
four times as many to Germany
and 10 times as many to the U.K.

The Strategic Partnership has
already created a solid foundation;
other aspects have now received
the much needed focus and with
proper implementation, it can add
to the growing strategic conver-
gence that draws India and France
together.

Rakesh Sood is a former Ambassador to
France and currently Distinguished
Fellow at the Observer Research
Foundation. E-mail:
rakeshsood2001@yahoo.com

calls for investment in expanding
public sector capacity for produc-
ing essential drugs and APIs, even
as the domestic private sector is
incentivised to offer quality as-
sured generics at a lower cost
through a policy of pooled public
procurement. This also embodies
the spirit of Make in India.

Ensuring universal access

A report of the UN High Level Pa-
nel Access to Medicines (2016)
called upon countries to safeguard
and fully utilise the rights con-
ferred by the TRIPS flexibilities as
confirmed by the Doha Declara-
tion of the WTO. The UN report al-
so urges member states of WTO to
adopt a permanent revision of Pa-
ragraph 6 of the TRIPS agreement
to enable “swift and expeditious
export of pharmaceutical pro-
ducts produced under compulso-
ry license”. India should take the
lead in ensuring universal access
to affordable drugs through such
measures. Investment in public
sector capacity is essential to en-
sure that the country can exercise
that leadership even on occasions
when the private pharmaceutical
sector does not fully align with
that objective.

K. Srinath Reddy and Shaktivel Selvaraj
are from Public Health Foundation of
India. The views are personal
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made available on the Internet. Also, organisers need to
be trained in fire escape manoeuvres, and carry the
right equipment, including wireless communication
sets. Care must be taken to see that small children are
not part of such groups. Raising safety standards in tou-
rism and creating safe experiences is the imperative, as
more young Indians will continue to seek adventure.
The importance of raising the capabilities of district
hospitals has also been underscored by the disaster.

provision in India’s criminal
justice system to foreclose a
case and grant total relief to
the accused based on a
statement of pardon from
the victim’s family. Those in
prison are likely to move
courts for reprieve citing
this as a precedent.

P. VENKATASUBRAMANIAN,
Chennai

been expecting him to give
them some idea about the
Congress’s policy on
industrial development for
India, ensuring corruption-
free governance and using
India’s superior skill force
in all spheres. He should
have also outlined how
Singapore could get
involved. Instead, his

panel capacity on their
stores’ rooftops than the
entire state of Florida. Their
stores now get as much as
30% of their power from
the sun. The panels on
Walmart’s roofs are owned
and operated by third party
solar companies from
which the company buys
energy through power-

of untrained and

There is increased interest
by the younger generation
in trying newer forms of
adventure sports such as
mountain climbing, surfing
and para-sailing which
makes one wonder whether
they are falling into the trap

unprofessional clubs,
thereby risking their lives.

mainly because of short take-off and landing (STOL) [aircraft hav-
ing to service precarious mountain airstrips.]

Muhammad Yunus was erroneously referred to as the winner of
the economics Nobel in the report headlined “Dalai Lama at Sci-
ence Congress?” (March 13, 2018). The Nobel Peace Prize for 2006
was awarded to Muhammad Yunus and Grameen Bank.

In the Business Review Page Explainer — “What is (ISA) Interna-
tional Solar Alliance” (March 12, 2018) — it was stated that only 56
countries had signed the ISA Framework Agreement. Actually, 60

countries have signed the agreement.
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